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What’s New at MFC... 

Myles Corcoran and Micah
Rodler attended the
Westcon Dinner meeting
9/18/14 and heard an

excellent presentation by Karl
Molineux on “The Role of Construc-
tion Experts in Defect litigation” 

~
Micah Rodler presented on
“Construction Defect and Who is
Liable” at the Educational
Community for Home-owners
(ECHO) meeting 9/8/14.  

MFC Tip of the Day

HouseWrap Shelter
By Micah Rodler

 Ilove testing building
materials to see how they
work. I am also an outdoor

enthusiast and in fact met my
wife while working as a river
guide on the Merced River. I
decided to put my two passions
together to find out how a
building wrap would work as a
shelter. Over several weeks I
designed, built and tested a
shelter made of Siga Majvest. To
explain and communicate what I
learned, I made this 10 minute
video about how and why it
worked.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=E13B
B-JiVKU

~

Wisdom Corner 

Is Santa Cruz County
Prepared for the Next Big

Earthquake? 
By Myles F. Corcoran

W e were asked if we feel
Santa Cruz County is
prepared for another

earthquake, and if not, what they
think homeowners and building
owners and local government
leaders should be doing?

As a building code specialist, it is
my opinion that we have, as a
building community, made our
building codes appreciably better
regarding earthquake safety. 
Locally, we have adopted those
code improvements.  The 1989
Earthquake severely damaged or
completely destroyed nearly all of
the un-reinforced masonry
buildings in our community.  Our
leaders at that time made the
difficult calls to have such
buildings torn down that might
have been retrofitted for the
future, but were dangerous.  I
think that was the right call.
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The earthquakes we have had
since - Santa Rosa recently and
the 2003 Paso Robles Earthquake
(which I inspected) - both had
serious damage to un-reinforced
masonry buildings.  Two died in
Paso Robles just as we lost
neighbors in 1989 due to
buildings made of barely
connected, piled up heavy solids
(for example, concrete and
bricks).  The buildings we have
built since that implemented the
updated building codes, are safer
than nearly all of those built
before 11/89 and are
exponentially safer than those
un-reinforced masonry structures.

I repaired a great many buildings
after the 1989 Earthquake.  My
wide view is that where people
build to the building codes, the
buildings do their job: they stay
up long enough to let people get
out.  You may be aware that the
purpose of the building codes is to
preserve life, not to protect
buildings.  Buildings are built
such that we have time to get out
in an emergency. 

One thing that sticks starkly in
my mind are the great many
additions that ripped free of the
houses they were built onto.  

Main house here - addition there -
sky above between.  Sans doing
an actual study, but knowing a
great deal about proper
construction, I was (and remain)
convinced that the cause of most
of these failures was a lack of
proper structural attachment
which, in turn, was due to a lack
of code compliant building
techniques.  Our building codes in
1989 were good, just not as good
as they have subsequently
become.  If everyone had built to
the 1989 codes (or even earlier)
there would have been much less
of these dangerous
disengagements.

When we follow the building
codes we do not preclude all
possible harm, but we reduce it's
likelihood dramatically.

SO: I believe that our community
leaders, including at the state
level, have made good progress in
addressing the dangers of
earthquakes to our buildings by
adopting the modern codes and
requiring that our buildings meet
those code standards.  It is a
shame that not all of our
neighbors get permits and or
follow the codes, however the
majority do.

On a more personal note, after
the 1989 Earthquake, I inspected
many buildings. 



 My take away from that experience,
aside from the damages to the
buildings themselves, was the
enormous amounts of things that
fell off shelves - including the shelf
systems themselves.  If you shake a
tall piece of furniture enough it will
fall over.  I would advise everyone in
earthquake country to consider
carefully where they place that so
cute but very heavy tchotchke!  I
suggest that we all seriously
consider attaching heavy furniture
to the walls.  Aside from the obvious
danger of having something hit you,
there were the many households
where folks had lost precious family
belongings - "Grandmothers china"
shattered.  Nearly every home had
refuse cans in the kitchen filled with
broken household belongings.

After the 1989 Earthquake, my
family "tied" everything down and
used sticky stays under decorative
objects placed overhead in our home,
but that was 20 years ago.  I know
that I have not been as alert in
recent years as I could have been.  I
often think: Don't run into the
pantry if the house starts to shake! 

The following California State
Government website offers a variety
of Earthquake preparedness tips
that could not only reduce damage
to belongings and help avoid
injuries, but could possibly save
lives:
www.calema.ca.gov/planningandpre
paredness/pages/earthquake-prepar
edness.aspx
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